
How to Read a Prescription Label 

Prescription labels may vary from one 

pharmacy to another but they typically share 

the following elements: 

 Pharmacy's name, address and telephone 

number 

 Prescription number assigned only to that 

prescription 

 Date you are filling the prescription 

 Patient's name and address 

 Instructions for taking the medication 

 Number of refills 

 Expiration date  

You may also find that some words on your 

prescription label have been abbreviated. The chart on this page shows some common 

abbreviations and what they stand for. If you are not sure that you understand your medication 

label, do not be embarrassed: Ask your pharmacist. He or she is there to assist you. 

 


